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Railroad Quick Hits 

• News updates and special 
reports are available online 
at Railfanning.org. 

• The Cross-Tie has launched 
an e-mail based subscrip-
tion. To receive future is-
sues of The Cross-Tie, drop a 
line to subscrip-
tions@thecrosstie.com or 
log onto http://www.
thecrosstie.com/subscribe. 
There is no cost to sub-
scribe and e-mail addresses 
are not sold to third party 
vendors. 

• The Cross-Tie’s coverage of 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
is only a small amount of a 
much larger story. Rather 
than fill the pages of this 
month’s edition with many 
stories about the hurricanes 
and how they impacted rail-
roads, we invite you to view 
additional coverage online 
at http://railfanning.
harpblaster.net/news/
special_hurricane.html 

Devastated 

RAILROADS RETURN TO SERVICE AFTER 
HURRICANES POUND GULF COAST 

NEW ORLEANS — Major 
railroads worked to return ser-
vice after a pair of hurricanes 
pounded the Gulf Coast, left 
thousands homeless and de-
stroyed much of the region’s in-
frastructure. 

“All of America grieves at the 
unfolding tragedy and our com-
pany and employees are anxious 
to help,” Matthew K. Rose, 
BNSF Chairman, President and 

CEO, said in a letter to three area 
governors. “We understand there 
are matters more immediate than 
transportation and logistics is-
sues, but BNSF will stand ready 
to help when the time comes [to 
stage relief efforts].” 

Hurricane Katrina struck the 
Gulf Coast in late August and 
flooded much of New Orleans. 
About three weeks later, Hurri-

(Continued on page 2) 



(Continued from page 1) 
cane Rita came ashore near the Louisiana-
Texas state line. 

During September, Amtrak had little or 
no service into New Orleans. The nation’s 
passenger railroad truncated its trains that 
would normally serve The Big Easy. 

“Rail lines and facilities are pretty badly 
beaten up, but the freights and Amtrak are 
working hard to restore service” on lines, 
including the routes used by Amtrak and 
owned by freight railroads, said Amtrak 
President and CEO David Gunn. 

“We are doing a damage assessment of 
our facilities and we’ll start repairs very 
soon. We want to resume our operations as 
quickly as feasible in New Orleans and 
other communities in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi Amtrak serves,” Gunn added. 

The freight railroads that own the rail 
lines over which these three Amtrak trains 
operate are working to repair miles of dam-
age caused by Hurricane Katrina. Amtrak 
employees are working to restore opera-
tions at the Amtrak station in New Orleans. 
However, no date is yet known for the re-
opening of passenger rail service in New 
Orleans. 

Because of the Hurricane, Amtrak of-
fered full refunds and waived all penalties 
for passengers who had made reservations 
traveling to or from New Orleans or other 
areas served by the affected trains. 

Hurricane Katrina caused significant 
damage to a confined area of the CSX rail 
network in Alabama, Mississippi and Lou-
isiana. Repair work already has begun, and 
the company has rerouted rail traffic to en-
sure customer service. 

However, to help with urgent cash needs 
related to Hurricane Katrina, CSX Corpo-
ration says it is prepaying approximately 
$600,000 in property taxes to Hancock, 
Harrison and Jackson counties in Missis-
sippi. 

The company is also pledging to do the 
same in affected Louisiana and Alabama 
counties where it has operations. 

“We are grateful to CSX for this very 
helpful assistance at a time of great need,” 

said Wayne Brown, Southern District 
Commissioner of the Mississippi State De-
partment of Transportation. “The CSX tax 
prepayment represents a model of coopera-
tion that other able companies can follow. 
With the public and private sectors work-
ing together, we will rebuild from this cri-
sis.” 

For its approximately 300 Gulf Coast 
employees most affected by the hurricane, 
CSX is providing guaranteed pay and 
benefits through September, as well as 
temporary job assignments at other loca-
tions. In addition, the company to date has 
committed $600,000 to $700,000 in em-
ployee and community assistance through 
various other efforts, including an addi-
tional $1,000 payment for each affected 
employee to assist with urgent needs and a 
$1,250-per-month living allowance for em-
ployees on temporary job assignment. 

“We are actively supporting CSX people 
and their neighbors in the areas hard hit by 
Hurricane Katrina,” said Michael Ward, 
CSX chairman, president and chief execu-
tive officer. “We look forward to hearing 
from every one of our employees as soon 
as possible and will continue to join hands 
with other members of the business com-
munity, government and charitable organi-
zations to provide assistance at this diffi-
cult time.” 

Despite Katrina’s devastation, Norfolk 
Southern Corp. said much of its rail opera-
tions in Louisiana, Alabama and Missis-
sippi were back to normal fairly quickly 
after the storm, though service in the im-
mediate New Orleans area remained out 
for some time. 

As a result, Norfolk Southern said 
freight that regularly travels through New 
Orleans for connection to other carriers is 

being rerouted through the railroad’s other 
gateways. 

Since the hurricane struck, Norfolk 
Southern crews have inspected some 1,400 
miles of railroad tracks and removed 3,680 
trees on lines in the Gulf States. 

Stephen C. Tobias, vice chairman and 
chief operating officer, credited NS people 
and systems with the quick and safe recov-
ery. 

“Railroaders have had their share of ex-
perience in responding to hurricanes, from 
Camille to Andrew and from Fran to Hugo. 
When Katrina came, they were prepared, 
they knew what to do, and they did it 
safely,” he said. 

Preparations included moving rolling 
equipment inland and staging people, bal-
last, rail and equipment just outside the 
hurricane’s path. Transportation planners 
used the railroad’s Thoroughbred Operat-
ing Plan to plot “what if” scenarios in ad-
vance of Katrina's arrival, allowing for ef-
ficient rerouting of freight. 

Tobias said repairs will get under way in 
the next several days on Norfolk South-
ern’s 5.8-mile long concrete ballast trestle 
across Lake Pontchartrain from Slidell, 
La., to New Orleans, where several miles 
of rail were washed from the top of the 
bridge. Additionally, Norfolk Southern’s 
Oliver Yard in New Orleans was under 
water as of this morning. 

“Once we restore rail to the bridge and 
repair adjacent trackage, and once water 
recedes, we will be able to move needed 
materials and supplies into the area,” To-
bias said. “We recognize the extreme need 
of our neighbors in New Orleans, and we 
will work as quickly and safely as possible 
to help in their recovery.” 

— Staff and wire reports 

U.S. Navy Photo | Special to The Cross-Tie 
COVER PHOTO: GOES-12 Satellite infrared image provided by the U.S. Naval Research 
Laboratory, Monterey, Calif., showing the status of Hurricane Rita at 3:30 a.m. EST on Sept. 
22. Rita, 490 miles southeast of Galveston, Texas. Rita was upgraded to a Category 5 storm 
late Sept. 21 with 170 mph winds, sparking an order for mandatory evacuations in New Or-
leans and Galveston, Texas. The Military Sealift Command (MSC) hospital ship USNS Com-
fort (T-AH 20) and other ships involved in Hurricane Katrina relief operations have been or-
dered to sortie in advance of Rita’s arrival. 

RAILROADS COMING BACK ONLINE 
AFTER TWO HURRICANES HIT GULF 
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Here is a list of some of the railroad 
wrecks and derailments reported in 
the last month: 
 
A woman and her 8-year-old grand-
son were killed Sept. 28 when an 
Amtrak Acela train plowed into 
their car, which was parked on the 
tracks at a grade crossing in Water-
ford, Conn., according to media re-
ports. After the wreck, the train 
pushed the vehicle at least 100 yards 
before coming to a stop, according 
to reports.  No one aboard the train, 
which was traveling between Boston 
and Washington, was hurt in the 
wreck. A second child was also seri-
ously injured in the wreck, The As-
sociated Press reported. Amtrak 
closed the corridor for hours after 
the wreck, causing delays for Am-
trak trains operating between New 
York and Boston. Though Acela 
does travel as fast as 150 mph, the 
train was only traveling about 60 
mph at the time of the wreck. 
 
About 20 people were hurt Sept. 28 
when an Amtrak train derailed after 
it struck boulders on the tracks in 
eastern Missouri, according to pub-
lished reports. The Texas Eagle was 
traveling from Chicago to San Anto-
nio, Texas, when it struck the boul-
ders near Blackwell, Mo., according 
to reports. The boulders apparently 
wound up on the tracks after a rock-
slide. There were 103 people — in-
cluding 13 crew members — on 
board the train at the time of the de-
railment. The engineer slowed down 
the train just before the collision. 
 
Diesel fuel was spilled after a Cana-
dian National train derailed near 
New Sarepta, Canada, located 
southeast of Edmonton. The train 
was traveling between Edmonton 
and Calgary at the time of the de-
railment, according to a Canadian 
Press report. The derailment 
brought to 70 the number of derail-
ments Canadian National has had on 
its mainlines this year, according to 
the report, up from 49 during 2004. 

WRECK ROUNDUP Trackside Profile 

MACON, Ga. — Railroads in this cen-
tral Georgia city date to 1838 when the 
Monroe Railroad opened between Forsyth 
and Macon. 

Macon, partly because of its location, 
was a major railroad hub and served a con-
nection point between several railroads. 

Years after the Monroe Railroad, in 1842 
or 1843 the Central railroad was completed 
to Savannah. The route proved to be an 
important one because it gave Macon di-
rect access to a key Atlantic port. 

A later incarnation of the Monroe Rail-
road, the Macon & Western Railroad, 
started operating train between Macon and 
Atlanta in 1846. The railroad later became 
a part of the Central of Georgia Railway. 

In 1845, the Southwestern Railroad 
started building its line from Macon to 
Southwestern Georgia. 

By 1867, the Macon & Brunswick Rail-
road was operating trains between Macon 
and Hawkinsville, about 50 miles away. 
The East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia 
Railroad in 1881 purchased the Macon & 
Brunswick Railroad. 

Three years later, the Macon & Augusta 
Railroad started building its line between 
its two namesake cities. In 1873, the Geor-
gia Railroad opened a branch to Macon, in 

part operating over the Macon & Augusta 
Railroad. 

In 1885, the Macon, Dublin & Savannah 
railroad was chartered. Six years later, the 
railroad opened a line between Macon and 
Vidalia, and in 1904, the Atlantic Coast 
Line took control of the railroad. 

That same year, the Georgia Southern & 
Florida Railroad opened its line between 
Macon and Valdosta. 

Perhaps Macon’s most visible railroad 
relic is Terminal Station. 

Built in 1916, the building once served 
hundreds of passenger trains from several 
railroads over the years, including South-
ern Railway and Central of Georgia Rail-
way. 

The building remained in operation until 
the 1970s, around the time the last passen-
ger train departed from Macon. Today, the 
city owns the historic structure. 

Today, city leaders hope to revitalize 
passenger railroad service between Atlanta 
and Macon. 

— Todd DeFeo 
__________________________________ 
Each month, The Cross-Tie will feature a 
trackside location. For more information 
about these locations, log onto Railfanning.
org and click on Trackside. 

MACON, GA. 

Todd DeFeo | The Cross-Tie 
A Norfolk Southern train passes through Macon, Ga., on Nov. 4, 2004. The city has a 
deep railroad history and city leaders want to bring passenger trains back to Macon. 
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AAR: RAILROADS BREAK VOLUME RECORD 
WASHINGTON — U.S. freight rail-

roads broke two weekly volume records 
during the week ended September 17, the 
Association of American Railroads (AAR) 
said. 

Total volume of an estimated 34.6 bil-
lion ton-miles broke the previous record of 
33.8 billion set during the week ended July 
30 while intermodal volume of 244,897 
trailers or containers broke the previous 
record of 238,961 set during the week 
ended November 20, 2004. 

Ton-miles were up 4.2 percent from the 
37th week of 2004 while intermodal was 
6.9 percent above last year. 

Carload freight, which does not include 
the intermodal data, was also strong during 
the week. The total of 350,841 was up 3.4 
percent from last year, with volume up 8.0 
percent in the East but down 0.1 percent in 
the West. 

Sixteen of 19 carload commodities were 
up from last year, with the greatest gains 
reported in loadings of farm products other 
than grain up 36.0 percent; lumber and 
wood products up 14.8 percent; petroleum 
products up 14.4 percent; and crushed 

stone, sand and gravel up 13.5 percent.  On 
the negative side, loadings of metallic ores 
were down 19.3 percent and automotive 
shipments were off 3.5 percent. 

Cumulative volume for the first 37 
weeks of 2005 totaled 12,323,245 carloads, 
up 1.5 percent from 2004; 8,169,890 trail-
ers or containers, up 6.3 percent; and total 
volume of an estimated 1.18 trillion ton-
miles, up 2.4 percent from last year. 

On Canadian railroads, during the week 
ending Sept. 17, carload traffic totaled 
78,731 cars, up 0.3 percent from last year 
while intermodal volume totaled 46,712 
trailers or containers, up 6.7 percent from 
last year. 

Cumulative originations for the first 37 
weeks of 2005 on the Canadian railroads 
totaled 2,797,922 carloads, down 0.4 per-
cent from last year, and 1,575,768 trailers 
and containers, up 2.9 percent from last 
year. 

Combined cumulative volume for the 
first 37 weeks of 2005 on U.S. and Cana-
dian railroads totaled 15,121,167 carloads, 
up 1.1 percent from last year and 
9,745,658 trailers and containers, up 5.7 

percent from last year. 
The AAR also reported that originated 

carload freight on the Mexican railroad 
Transportacion Ferroviaria Mexicana 
(TFM) during the week ended September 
17 totaled 7,969 cars, down 9.4 percent 
from last year. TFM reported intermodal 
volume of 3,352 originated trailers or con-
tainers, up  10.7 percent from the 37th 
week of 2004. For the first 37 weeks of 
2005, TFM reported cumulative originated 
volume of 312,401 cars, down 1.8 percent 
from last year, and 141,125 trailers or con-
tainers, up 4.6 percent. 

Railroads reporting to AAR account for 
87 percent of U.S. carload freight and 96 
percent of rail intermodal volume. When 
the U.S. operations of Canadian railroads 
are included, the figures increase to 96 per-
cent and 100 percent. The Canadian rail-
roads reporting to the AAR account for 91 
percent of Canadian rail traffic. 

Railroads provide more than 40 percent 
of U.S. intercity freight transportation, 
more than any other mode, and rail traffic 
figures are a key economic indicator. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 

BNSF RAILWAY SHOWCASES NEW TECHNOLOGY 
LOS ANGELES — In Sep-

tember, BNSF gave demonstra-
tions and tours of the latest in-
novative equipment, including 
displays of BNSF’s “Green 
Goat,” a hybrid switch engine 
that uses a clean and efficient 
micro-turbine and batteries. 

“Today, we are embracing a 
new generation of environmen-
tally-friendly rail technology,” 
said John Lanigan, executive 
vice president and chief market-
ing officer of BNSF Railway. 
“Rail has long been the most 
efficient means humankind has 
ever created for moving freight 
over land. This new generation 
of equipment will help improve 
Southern California’s air qual-
ity and its economy.” 

Lanigan also pledged that 
BNSF’s proposed Southern 

California International Gate-
way intermodal facility (SCIG) 
will use “only LNG-powered 
locomotives for railcar switch-
ing; only LNG-powered 
‘hostling’ tractors for moving 
containers within the facility; 
and only electrically-powered 
cranes to lift containers be-
tween trucks and trains subject 
to successful trials and testing.” 

The Sept. 13 event, called 
“BNSF Goes Green,” was held 
at its Commerce Mechanical 
Facility. Activities included bus 
tours of BNSF’s Hobart Yard, 
the nation’s busiest intermodal 
facility. 

“With the investment in new 
technology, we can accommo-
date growth and improve the 
environment at the same time,” 
Lanigan added. “The old ways 

of doing business -- such as al-
lowing locomotives to run at 
‘idle,’ when not in use, for 
hours on end are over.” 

The SCIG is expected to 
eliminate millions of miles of 
truck traffic off nearby free-
ways, such as the 710. This will 
create shorter truck trips for 
movement of containers from 
ships to rail, which is expected 
to ease traffic conditions on lo-
cal freeways and reduce air 
quality impacts. 

Also, the SCIG Project will 
provide direct access to the Ala-
meda Corridor and will enable 
the Alameda Corridor to reach 
its potential in terms of train 
capacity, thereby further realiz-
ing the significant benefits that 
already result from using it, 
such as reduction of traffic con-

gestion and improvement in air 
quality. 

BNSF is working with Parsec 
and Sound Energy Solutions to 
acquire and deploy LNG pow-
ered yard tractors within its 
Commerce fleet operations. 
These yard tractors are built by 
Kalmar Industries of Ottawa, 
Kansas. 

In 2006, the use of clean 
burning LNG yard tractors will 
reduce NOx and particulate 
matter emissions by 95% com-
pared to a standard off-road die-
sel tractor. 

BNSF has begun installing 
the SmartStart engine idle re-
duction system, manufactured 
by ZTR Control Systems, on 
locomotives in Southern Cali-
fornia.  

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 



WASHINGTON — Amtrak’s fares are 
still on the rise. 

How they’re increasing, however, has 
changed. 

“The fare plan is an important compo-
nent of Amtrak’s FY06 budget,” Amtrak 
said in a news release. “The challenge for 
Amtrak, as for any business, is to cover its 
increases in current and anticipated ex-
penses across the board, including the cost 
of fuel which has risen 40% in the past 
year. Amtrak’s FY06 budget has been re-
viewed in detail and approved by the rail-
road’s board of directors and senior man-
agement.” 

The fiscal year begins Oct. 1, 2005. 
On Sept. 9, Amtrak announced it would 

raise most of its fares between 5% and 7% 
to offset higher fuel costs and other ex-
penses. 

Under that initially proposed increase, 
the average fare nationally will rise by 
about $3 and the average fare in the North-
east Corridor would increase by about $4,
Amtrak said. 

The adjustments were to take effect Sept. 
20, but just five days before rolling out the 
fare hikes, Amtrak said it would postpone 
the planned increases. 

The railroad postponed the fare hikes “to 
conclude additional briefings with public 
officials and other interested groups,” ac-
cording to a Sept. 15 news release. 

The monthly tickets will be discounted 
at a 50% savings over the regular one-way 
fare (based on a passenger making 18 
roundtrips per month) and a 20% savings 

for passengers purchasing 10-trip tickets. 
The 50% discount is the largest offered by 
Amtrak. 

Three changes will take place beginning 
next month: a general fare increase will be 
implemented on most trains; discounts on 
Northeast commuter tickets will be re-
duced and standardized in stages; and 
some trains in the Northeast will begin to 
be revenue managed, in part to provide 
passengers with reduced-fare options for 
off-peak travel. 

The first change will take place on Oct. 
4, when a general fare increase averaging 
$3 to $4 will be implemented. As such, 
fares across the country will increase be-
tween 5% and 7% on most trains, includ-
ing Acela Express (7%), Regionals (5%), 
long-distance coach (7%) and long-
distance sleeper (5%) charges. 

The second change, which applies to 
commuter tickets, will begin on October 
16. In response to suggestions and com-
ments received over the last few weeks, 
Amtrak will reduce the discounts on the 
commuter tickets in two steps with the first 
half of the change on October 16 and the 
second half in February 2006. The changes 
are going into effect on October 16 to pro-
vide passengers with sufficient prior notifi-
cation. Amtrak serves about 2,000 Smart 
Pass monthly passengers in the Northeast 
Corridor, most of whom commute between 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. 

The current monthly fare is discounted at 
approximately 70% for commuters - the 
deepest discount in the industry. It will be 

adjusted to allow passengers to enjoy ap-
proximately a 60% discount starting Octo-
ber 16, reducing the previously announced 
fare increase in half. In February 2006, the 
monthly discount will be adjusted to 50%. 
At both a 50% and a 60% discount, the 
monthly Smart Pass fare will remain the 
largest savings offered to commuters by 
any railroad. 

Smart Pass 10-trip tickets will be ad-
justed on October 16 to provide passengers 
with a 20% discount. 

The third overall change will take place 
on October 4, when Amtrak will begin to 
revenue manage some trains in the North-
east Corridor to better match fares to de-
mand periods. Those trains include Re-
gionals, Empire Service, The Vermonter, 
The Adirondack, the Springfield/Hartford 
Shuttles, and Keystones between Philadel-
phia and New York. While the standard 
fares for these trains will increase 5% (as 
stated above), passengers with flexibility to 
travel at off-peak times will be able to take 
advantage of lower fares. 

Rising oil prices have substantially in-
creased the cost of locomotive diesel fuel 
and the prices of all other goods and ser-
vices Amtrak consumes, officials said. 

While Amtrak officials said they have 
taken “aggressive steps” to cut fuel and 
other expenses while running more trains 
this year, fuel costs have risen nearly 40% 
over one year ago and are expected to con-
tinue to increase, according to Amtrak offi-
cials. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 
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DESPITE MODIFICATION, AMTRAK HIKES ITS 
FARES CITING FUEL AS ONE MAJOR REASON 

CALGARY — Canadian Pa-
cific Railway’s $160 million 
Western Corridor Expansion 
Program is about 70 percent 
complete, officials say. 

In April, the company an-
nounced 25 expansion projects 
would begin between Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan and the Port 
of Vancouver. 

When all projects are com-
plete, CPR will be able to run 
an additional four trains daily 
between the Prairies and the 
Port of Vancouver, a 12-per-
cent increase in capacity. The 
work involves building and ex-
tending sidings, laying sections 
of double track, improving sig-
nal systems and installing stag-

ing tracks and track-to-track 
crossovers. 

The completion of two key 
track initiatives in the Kam-
loops area brings the number of 
projects now complete to 14 
with the remaining 11 on track 
for completion by the end of the 
company’s fourth quarter. 
Highlighting the now com-

pleted work east of Kamloops is 
double tracking at Clanwilliam 
and Pritchard, which will im-
prove train operations in this 
area. 

CPR’s $160-million expan-
sion program this year is in ad-
dition to about $760 million of 
planned capital investments. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 

CPR WESTERN CAPACITY EXPANSION PROGRAM ON TRACK  
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NEWS FROM THE RAILS 
Q U I C K  H I T S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  

F R E I G H T  R A I L R O A D  I N D U S T R Y  

Norfolk Southern Announces 
Train Control Initiative  

NORFOLK, Va. — Norfolk 
Southern Corporation is devel-
oping an Optimized Train Con-
trol (OTC) system to further 
improve safety and efficiency 
on the railroad. 

OTC will employ compo-
nents of several advanced train 
control technologies, including 
Positive Train Control, which 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board supports as a 
“most wanted” initiative for 
transportation safety. 

OTC will combine data com-
munications, positioning sys-
tems and onboard computers 
tied to the train's braking sys-
tems. It will automatically en-
force speed and operating limits 
to prevent collisions and other 
train accidents, provide im-
proved visibility of network 
conditions, and promote more 
efficient operations. 

“This is a key step in our 
commitment to use advanced 
technology in all aspects of op-
erations,” said Wick Moorman, 
Norfolk Southern president. 
“OTC will help provide a safer 
environment for employees and 
communities and better han-
dling for customer shipments.” 

NS is working with Lockheed 
Martin’s Rail and Gravity Pro-
grams group, which has taken 
the lead role in the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s train 
control initiative, and GE’s Rail 
Business group. Together the 
partners will work with multi-
ple vendors to develop new 
components and enhance and 
integrate systems they have 
been developing over the last 

decade. 
Implementation of the first 

phase has begun on Norfolk 
Southern's line between 
Charleston and Columbia, S.C. 
Roll-out on other NS lines will 
follow. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 
 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers ratifies 
contract with CPR 

CALGARY — Canadian Pa-
cific Railway on Sept. 22 an-
nounced that a five-year collec-
tive agreement has been ratified 
by employees who maintain 
railway signal systems. 

The agreement with the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers (IBEW) extends 
through to Dec. 31, 2009. 

The agreement with the 
IBEW provides for wage and 
benefit improvements as well as 
work rule flexibility that will 
generate increased productivity. 
CPR employs approximately 
450 signal maintainers. 

CPR now has collective 
agreements in place with all of 
its unionized employees in Can-
ada, the railroad said. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 
 
Norfolk Southern Names 
Wick Moorman CEO; Jim 
Hixon to Lead Law and Cor-
porate Relations  

NORFOLK, Va. — Norfolk 
Southern Corporation named 
Charles W. “Wick” Moorman 
to succeed David R. Goode as 
chief executive officer, effec-
tive Nov. 1. 

Moorman, who has served as 
president since October 2004, 
will continue in that position. 

Goode will continue as chair-
man until his anticipated retire-
ment in early 2006. 

The action was taken by Nor-
folk Southern’s board of direc-
tors. 

“Since his elevation to presi-
dent a year ago, Wick has 
honed his leadership skills and 
is prepared to take on even 
greater responsibility,” Goode 
said. 

“I am delighted that the board 
has endorsed this further man-
agement transition.” he added. 

Norfolk Southern also said 
that James A. Hixon has been 
named executive vice president 
law and corporate relations. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 
 
Union Pacific Announces Sen-
ior Management Appoint-
ments in Operations  

OMAHA, Neb. — Union Pa-
cific Railroad in September an-
nounced changes in manage-
ment. 

Charles Malone has been ap-
pointed vice president-terminal 
planning and operations. In his 
new Omaha-based position, 
Malone is responsible for termi-
nal productivity and asset utili-
zation, including safety, yard 
capacity planning and imple-
mentation of terminal require-
ments to support the operating 
Unified Plan. 

Malone started his railroad 
career in 1969 with the Mis-
souri Pacific Railroad as a 
switchman in Dolton, Ill. He 
has held several positions in the 
Operating Department, includ-
ing yardmaster, trainmaster, 
superintendent, assistant vice 
president-terminal operations 

and regional vice president-
south, a position he held prior 
to his promotion. 

Replacing Malone is Joe San-
tamaria, who has been ap-
pointed regional vice president-
south with headquarters in 
Spring, Texas. He is responsi-
ble for the day-to-day safe op-
eration of trains over the 5,500-
mile Southern Region in Okla-
homa, Texas and Louisiana. 

Santamaria joined Union Pa-
cific in 1990 and has held a 
number of positions including 
director of locomotive shops-
North Little Rock, general di-
rector of locomotive mainte-
nance, chief mechanical officer 
and most recently regional vice 
president-central. 

Randy Blackburn has been 
appointed regional vice presi-
dent-central, replacing San-
tamaria. He is responsible for 
the day-to-day safe operation of 
trains over the 6,600-mile cen-
tral region in Iowa, Nebraska, 
Missouri, Illinois, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico and Kansas. The 
Central Region headquarters is 
in Kansas City, Mo. 

Blackburn began his railroad 
career in 1971 with the Mis-
souri Pacific Railroad. He has 
held various positions in the 
Operating and Marketing De-
partments, including trainmas-
ter, sales representative, super-
intendent-crew management, 
director operations control, su-
perintendent transportation ser-
vices, assistant vice president 
marketing-Mexico and most 
recently vice president-
premium operations. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall 
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Acela Final Phase Returns 8 
Weekday Roundtrips Be-
tween Boston and New York 

WASHINGTON – Amtrak 
on Sept. 21 announced its final 
phase in the restoration of 
Acela Express service between 
Washington, D.C., New York 
and Boston. 

Beginning Sept. 26 Amtrak 
operated eight weekday round-
trips between Boston, New 
York and Washington, D.C. 
That increased current weekday 
service to and from Boston by 
four roundtrips. 

Acela service between New 
York and Washington, D.C. 
remains at 14 weekday round-
trips. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 
 
Amtrak Announces New In-
ternational Student Identity 
Card Program 

WASHINGTON — Amtrak 
announced a new 15% discount 
on most trains for students, who 
hold an International Student 
Identity Card (ISIC). 

The ISIC is carried by five 
million students and provides 
discounts on goods and services 
worldwide. 

The 15% discount will be in 
effect through December 31, 
2005. It will then continue at 
10%. Eligible passengers must 
present a valid ISIC member-
ship card and valid student 
identification to a ticket agent at 
the time the ticket is issued. 
Membership card and valid stu-
dent identification must also be 
presented on board trains if re-
quested. 

The ISIC discount fares are 
not available on weekday Acela 

Express, Metroliner or the Ca-
nadian portion of joint Amtrak/
VIA rail trains. The discount is 
only available for the rail fare 
on the Auto Train. Tickets may 
be upgraded to business class or 
sleeping accommodations for 
an additional charge. A three 
day advance reservation is re-
quired. Blackout dates and 
other restrictions may apply. 

The card can be purchased 
for $22 and is available at more 
than 850 issuing locations in-
cluding universities, book 
stores, travel agencies and study 
abroad organizations across the 
US or online at www.MyISIC.
com. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 
 
Detour of California Zephyr 
to Track Historic Transconti-
nental Railroad Route 

CHICAGO — Scheduled 
track improvements on the Un-
ion Pacific Railroad in Colo-
rado will require Amtrak to use 
an alternate route for the Cali-
fornia Zephyr between Denver 
and Salt Lake City during five 
periods in September, October 
and November. 

The detour will follow the 
historic transcontinental rail-
road route through Wyoming 
and Utah on freight rail tracks 
that passenger trains have not 
regularly traversed since 1997. 

On Sept. 1-7, Sept. 16-23, 
Oct. 1-8, Oct. 16-23 and Nov. 
1-4, Amtrak will be unable to 
use the Union Pacific route be-
tween Granby and Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., west of Denver. On 
those days, the California 
Zephyr will detour between 
Denver and Salt Lake City via a 

northern route through Wyo-
ming, making no intermediate 
station stops. 

On the days the train detours, 
Amtrak will provide alternate 
bus transportation at Denver, 
only to and from Glenwood 
Springs, Colo., and Grand Junc-
tion. Passengers traveling be-
tween Chicago and Denver or 
between Salt Lake City and the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
(Emeryville) will be unaffected. 

Service to Fraser-Winter 
Park, Colo.; Granby, Colo.; 
Green River, Utah; Helper, 
Utah and Provo, Utah, will be 
suspended on the days of the 
train’s detour. 

Amtrak has informed passen-
gers ticketed between Denver 
and Salt Lake City during the 
35 days of the detour and/or the 
alternate transportation from 
Denver to and from Glenwood 
Springs and Grand Junction. 
Passengers have been offered 
travel on alternate days or re-
funds. 

The detour route will follow a 
portion of the original transcon-
tinental Union Pacific route that 
was completed in 1869. While 
the scenery is less mountainous 
than the California Zephyr’s 
regular routing, it offers broad 
vistas of the high plains and an 
opportunity to see pronghorn 
antelope and other wildlife. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 
 
California Amtrak Trains 
Show Strong Ridership and 
Revenue Increases 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Pas-
senger traffic on all three Am-
trak trains in California showed 
impressive gains during the 

month of August 2005. 
Pacific Surfliner trains oper-

ate 12 daily roundtrips between 
San Diego and Los Angeles, 
with five extending to Santa 
Barbara and two continuing to 
San Luis Obispo. In August, 
ridership was 269,483 passen-
gers, a 5.6% increase over Au-
gust 2004 and a record for the 
month. Ticket revenue was 
$4,311,303, a 9.9% increase 
over the same month last year. 

San Joaquin trains offer four 
daily roundtrips between Ba-
kersfield and Oakland and two 
daily roundtrips between Ba-
kersfield and Sacramento. Rid-
ership during August 2005 was 
69,983 passengers, a 4.4% in-
crease over August 2004. Au-
gust ticket revenue was 
$2,134,161, an 11.0% increase 
over the previous year. 

Capitol Corridor trains pro-
vide service between Sacra-
mento and the Bay Area (San 
Francisco/Oakland/San Jose) 
with 12 daily roundtrips. In Au-
gust, 108,225 passengers rode 
the trains, an increase of 6.4% 
over August 2004 and a record 
for the month. Ticket revenue 
was $1,242,907, an increase of 
12.9% over August last year. 

“More and more Californians 
are discovering passenger trains 
offer travelers an easy alterna-
tive to driving congested high-
ways, as the ridership growth 
clearly shows,” said William D. 
Bronte, Chief, Division of Rail, 
California Department of 
Transportation. “Trains are an 
economical and comfortable 
way to travel to many cities 
throughout the state.” 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 
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NTSB: SIGNALS WORKING PROPERLY 
AT TIME OF SEPT. 17 METRA WRECK 

CHICAGO — Signals were 
working properly just before a 
Sept. 17 Metra wreck that 
killed two people, the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
said. 

As a part of its investigation, 
the Safety Board has retained 
car No. 7488, the fourth car 
from the head end of the train, 
for additional examination by 
the Survival Factors investiga-
tive  group. The car was the 
most damaged of the rail cars 
and where at least one of the 
passengers who died was rid-
ing. 

All other equipment has been 
examined by NTSB investiga-
tors and released to Metra, ac-
cording to the NTSB. 

On Sept. 21, investigators 
“fault-tested” the signal system 
to check for anomalies in the 
signal software, the NTSB said. 

During fault testing investi-
gators manually input incorrect 
signals into the system. When 
the system detects an incorrect 
signal it is designed to go into a 
restrictive fail-safe mode. 

The system worked as de-
signed during the fault testing, 
according to the NTSB. 

Additionally, recorded signal 
data from the day of the derail-
ment indicates that the signal 
system functioned as designed 
and displayed instructions for 
the approaching crossover.   

The engineer, identified in 
media reports as Mike Smith, 
began training with Metra in 
April 2005. His training in-
cluded several trips over vari-
ous crossovers. 

During the engineer’s inter-
view he reported that he be-
lieved he saw clear signals in-
dicating that he was to proceed 

straight ahead on main track 
No. 2. 

NTSB investigators have in-
terviewed the entire train crew, 
engineer, conductor, assistant 
conductor and fare collector. 

Investigators sitting in the 
cab car of a train similar to the 
accident train observed the visi-
bility of the signal system as-
pects from different distances. 
Running on main track No. 2 
along the same route as the ac-
cident train, investigators on 
the test train noted that they 
could see and understand the 
53rd Street signal 3,219 feet 
prior to the signal. Investigators 
were able to see and understand 
the 48th Street signal 1,926 feet 
prior to the signal. 

The train was traveling at 69 
mph for a 10 mph switch ma-
neuver when it derailed. 

— Special to The Cross-Tie 


