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veryone knows Casey Jones; he mayYet, of all the railroad wrecks throughout histo-
be the most famous engineer in railty, Jones is a weimembered railroad man. His
road history. While Joneswas areawhr eck wasnodt the deadl i est
railroad figure, his story is as much ways, it was particularly notable, considering the
lore as fact. frequency with which rail mishaps took place.

The lllinois Central Railroad engineer gained It would be impossible to compile a comprehen-
notoriety for his heroic actions on the morning sive list of every fatal wreck that has taken place
April 30, 1900. On that fateful day, he was at tloa railroads in the United States Railroads since
throttle of lllinois Central No. 382, pulling the rail transport transformed how we move and
0Cannonball Expr ess o6 trAnsppnngodde Whousands oftweeckECreavet o n
Mississippi, when it crashed with a stopped freddiimed thousands of lives. Sadly, many people
train at Vaughn, Mississippi. who died in wrecks over the years remain un-

He was the only person killed in the wreck. known.
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Second Front

i shlelbs kWMBhiKeayar erlny

his issue is focused on a rather macabre but ever present
part of railroads: Death. The content for this issue originat-

ed with a presentation | gave in Smyrna, Georgia, on August

6, 2023.

When | proposed this topic, | thought it sounded great. People love the

macabre, so a little death on the rails will draw people in.

While the title is great, it raises another question: Where do you begin?

Maybe | go back to William Huskisson. He has the dubious distinction
of the first railroad fatality when he was struck and killed in September
1830 by George Stephensonds

Then, | thought about the Best Friend of Charleston. The South Caro-
lina Canal and Railroad locomotive was the first locomotive to suffer a

boiler explosion. It exploded on June 17, 1831, killing the fireman. It was

a harbinger of railroading dangers.

There have been so many more in the 190 years since. Some of them
we

made news, others didndt. Some
been more or less lost to history.
Every wreck shaped the world we inhabit today. While rail travel im-

proved mobility and opened new markets, it could be, at times, incredi-
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bly dangerous. Sadly, train wrecks and mishaps changed the lives of pas-

sengers, workers and innocent bystanders.

scratches the

Todd DeFeo |
Editor & Publisher
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SIGHTSEERS' DELIGHT

Delight in the sights you see.

Check Out the Side Track

Sightétbekrght i s a virtual verfsiol
travel tours offered in many|cit]
Jump on board to | earn more about
happened and profiles unique|pl adt
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The Nationodos De:
Disasters Through the Years

Train wrecks and the coverage of them is a source of conflicting information. Newspapers accounts were often inaccur
of fering wildly varying information about casualarty c ¢
is a starting point of some of the countryds deadl i e:

Location

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Com

November 1, 1918 Brooklyn, New York
pany

102 killed, 250 injured

Nashville, Chattanooga & St

July 9, 1918 Nashville, Tennessee / : 101 killed, 171 injured
Louis Railway

August 7, 1904 Pueblo, Colorado Missouri Pacific Railroad 97 killed

March 1, 1910 Wellington, Washington Great Northern Railway 96 killed

Lake Shore and Michigan

December 26, 1876 Ashtabula, Ohio 2 92 killed

Southern Railway
June 22, 1918 Hammond, Indiana Michigan Central Railroad 86 killed, 127 injured
February 6, 1951 Woodbridge, New Jersey  Pennsylvania Railroad 85 killed, 500 injured

h Toledo, Peoria and :
August 10, 1887 Chatsworth, Illinois : 85 killed
Western Railroad
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A New Kind of Railroad
Disaster: Hazardous Spills

y allaccounts, June 28, 1959, wvas \
humid in Georgia, with temperatur: f :
|
|
|

reaching the mitb-upper 90s. It wa:
at least at first, a typical Georgia d
To escape the heat, dozén400 by one count

H
S
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Americus, Ga
118 1 mi
Vidalia
191 m

fi of residents in the Effingham County commt -
2337 £t

ty of Meldrim, a hamlet about 17 miles northw:
of Savannah, opted to swim in the Ogeechee
er.

The day seemed normal until about 3:30 p.ir
when Seaboard Air Line Railroad train No. 82,
eastbound mixed freight with 123 cars and a ¢
boose pulled by three diesdéctric units, startec
crossing the trestle across the river.

The 109th to 121st cars separated from the 1
most crashing into the river below, including tv Picnic
loaded with liquefied petroleum gas. The tank Tasgent
head of one of the cars ruptured, emitting gas .
blanketing the nearby area. D

An oOoOunknown sourceo R 1 ————————— 3
a flash fire that stretched hundreds of feet in n.u..
ple directions. 0When it Afmapiscludedirthetinterstaté Cominerce €ammissibre d
bomb, 6 The As s oc iyeamleGeorfer erepart albput the 959 Meldrim, Georgia derailment.

Hodges Jr. as saying.

The resulting explosion and fire killed 23 people, inclughression due to movement of the rails and expansion, this
ing an eightonth pregnant woman. movement being restricted by the securely anchored rails at

0The train was moving alohg éastweemd4sf ankde 50r ens 1 kes.
hour, 6 conductor | ra L. HiTmeagency faulted the&JFeaboardAir Line forsnot instadlikgi
the cab of the caboose. All of a sudden, | saw the cars lgind rails along the trestle, a batlask trestle about 25
to pile up in front. It looked like they were pilinguptothd eet above the ground bel ow.

Collins
42 5mi
Point of mecident
Ly mi
Meldrim

152 mi
Savannsh, Oa

s _‘— - —Point of accident
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sky. 6 trestle had been provided with guard rails it is probable that
Hines told brakeman Willihhen e médillked oX¥amus beodotled saly
your prayers now because |@cdnclededgone. 0

An Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) investigation Al I during the war | saw p

bl amed the derail ment on Itihkee Téaldidrda Eomdtitutioguoted the Ren &T. r a i |
trestle under the moving train as a result of excessive c@n- e e n Mel dri mds Baptist pas






